PREFACE.

THE preparation of this work was undertaken in consequence of
the inconvenience felt from the absence of any compilation compre-
hending full and accurate descriptions of the provinces subject to
the Government of Madras.
Numerous descriptive papers are to be found scattered in various
publications, some of which (the Medical Topographical Eeports
for example) have been prepared at the instance of the Govern-
ment j but, from the complete absorption of the time of the public
functionaries, in their strictly official duties, and the difficulty ex-
perienced by private individuals in collecting authentic materials,
no attempt has hitherto been made to analyse, dissect, and revise
existing details, to accumulate additional information, and combine
the whole in one intelligible volume, valuable at once for purposes
of reference and study*
Such a volume has always appealed to the undersigned a great
desideratum. They have observed, during a long experience of the
requirements of Madras society, that gentlemen in the civil and
military services appointed to districts, have felt themselves much
at a loss iVjome starting point of information regarding the locality
of their future residence and service. The stranger, the traveller,
the clergyman, the missionary, the uncovonantcd functionary, the
merchant, the ^trader, the student, have continually expressed their
regret at the absence of some trustworthy and comprehensive guide*